
Suggested items:  

¶Cereal 

¶Hearty chili 

¶Canned fruit 

¶Canned vegetables 

¶Dry pasta 

Hello, and welcome to the Garfield County 

Public Library Districtõs very first newsletter!  

Your local libraries are focusing on  bringing 

you a better selection of books, DVDs, audio 

books, CDs, and magazines.  We are also   

striving to create a wide range of quality     

programming for our communities.  This 

newsletter is designed to connect all the    

wonderful things that are going on at the    

library with you and your family. 

Inside this first edition you will find   

information on our building projects, 

teen gaming, and our community-wide 

reading program, The Big Read. 

The newsletter will be available at each of 

the six Garfield County libraries, on our 

website www.garfieldlibraries.org, and 

found at venues throughout our valley. 

If you would like to be on our newsletter 

mailing list, please follow the link on the 

main page of our website or give your 

name and address to a staff member at 

any branch. 

We hope you enjoy this 

new publication and  

look forward to seeing 

you at the libraries! 

Welcome to the Newsletter! 

During the month of February 

if you bring in non-perishable 

food items to any of the six 

branch libraries, you will     

receive credit on your library 

card account.  For every item 

you donate you will receive a 

$1 credit applied toward    

overdue fines (not lost          

materials or fees).  This      

program is a perfect opportu-

nity for you to take care of 

those pesky fines, while also 

helping out your local        

community.  All the items   

donated will be given to the 

local LIFT-UP.  Last February 

there were over 990 items   

collected by the libraries! 

So, look in your pantry or head 

to the grocery store and take 

full advantage of this yearõs 

Food for Fines program! 
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Building Update from the Director 

The Zookeeperõs Wife: A War Story 

by Diane Ackerman 

With the Nazi invasion of Warsaw, 
Poland the idyllic life of zookeepers 
Jan and Antonina Zabinski is turned 
into a nightmare.  The Zabinskis    
become part of an underground effort 
that helps over 300 people escape the 
Jewish ghettoes of Warsaw and certain 
death.  The contrast between the evil 
in the hearts of the Nazis and the good 
of those who risked everything to help 
their fellow man will astound you.  
This book is a testimony to the human 
spirit and the will to survive.  It made 
me much more appreciative of small 
everyday things. 

-Ann Nicholson, Silt 

Not Quite What I Was Planning: Six-Word 
Memoirs by Writers Famous and Obscure 

edited by Rachel Fershleiser & Larry Smith 

If you had to describe your life in six words, 
what would you say? That's what Smith maga-
zine asked and the resulting book is simple and 
surprisingly addictive. The entries range from 
comical to depressing to motivational to  
downright bizarre. Here are some examples:  
"Cursed with cancer. Blessed by friends," 
"Seventy years, few tears, hairy ears,"        
"Let's just be friends, she said."  What I like 
about this book is that it shows how much can 
be said in so few words. My favorite: 
"Wandering imagination opens doors to    
paradise." If you're feeling inspired, go on  
sixwordmemoir.com and add your own.  

-Dan Mickelson, Silt 

Book Recommendations from Silt Staff 

The Garfield County Public Library District 
has begun the process of building a new 
library facility in Rifle and an addition to the 
existing building in Parachute.  The selection 
of these two projects came after a great deal 
of deliberation and work with the various 
municipalities involved.  You may have 
heard that the District is a partner on the 
New Energy Communities Initiative Grant 
that was awarded to Garfield County and all 
six municipalities recently.  We are planning 
on integrating renewable 
energy systems into 
each of our facilities and 
will seek additional 
grant funds to assist us 
in this effort. 

The District selected 
Bruce Flynn of Barker 
Rinker Seacat as      
Principal Architect for the two upcoming 
projects.  We will host public meetings in 
Rifle and Parachute in early January to 
gather community input for the two facili-
ties.  Both projects are scheduled to begin 
construction in 2009.  In Rifle, the District 
determined that the best option for the  
library was to remain at its current location 
and has acquired three additional lots on the 
block to accommodate a 20,000 square foot 
library that will include meeting and study 
rooms, larger collections and the Districtõs 
administrative offices.  The library in      
Parachute will expand up to 7500 square feet 
and see an addition of a community meeting 
room as well as additional storage, staff and 
shelf space.  We will be hosting community 

meetings in both towns in late January. 

The Town of Silt is currently working 
with the District at its existing location 
to create a joint use facility providing 
meeting room space in an expanded 
library facility for community meetings.  
The District is continuing to actively 
work with the Towns of New Castle 
and Carbondale on potential library 
sites, and a new library in Glenwood 

Springs continues to be 
pending on land availability 
in the downtown core.  
While we donõt have a firm 
schedule, we intend to   
continue to prioritize     
projects and bring them 
online as quickly as is     
economically feasible.  

I hope this update addresses questions 
you may have about the building pro-
gram created in 2006 when the District 
was formed.  We want to move forward 
quickly on new or improved library 
facilities but recognize that each is a 
joint effort with the community it 
serves.  We are trying to respect each 
municipality's concerns and plans for 
community development.  

We encourage your input.  Feel free to 
call me 970-625-4270 or email me at 
ashelley@marmot.org with any       
questions or concerns you have about 
creating a wonderful library for your 
community. 

      -Amelia Shelley, Executive Director 

January 
 1st Libraries Closed    ʼ   ʼ 
     New Yearõs Day 

 6th  Literary Night with Thunder 
GWS  River Theatre   7 - 8:30 p.m. 

13th  Gather Round  
  P  book discussion   7 p.m. 

14th Photographic Artist Reception 
 NC  featuring Scott Pope   7 p.m. 

15th  Winter Lecture Series 
GWS  The History of Marble   7 p.m. 

19th Libraries Closed    ʼ   ʼ 
     Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

21st Film Club 
NC  inaugural meeting   7 p.m. 

24th Quilting Class 
  R  featuring Judy Martens   9 - 4 p.m. 

24th Basket weaving $10 materials fee 
 NC  featuring LaRue Wentz  10 - 2 p.m. 

27th  Way of the Shaman 
GWS  featuring Richard Lyon    7 p.m. 

February 
 7th  2 Sticks & a Ball 
  P  knitting refresher class   10 a.m. 

10th Gather Round 
  P  book discussion   7 p.m.  

12th Cookies, Cards, & Poetry 
  S  6 - 7:45 p.m. 

16th Libraries Closed    ʼ   ʼ 
     Presidentõs Day 

18th Artist Reception 
 NC  7 p.m. 

19th  Winter Lecture Series 
GWS  Immigrant Stories   7 p.m. 

21th Literary Tea honoring  
  P       Jayne Ann Krentz   3 p.m. 

25th Film Club 
 NC  7 p.m. 
28th Scrapbooking for Everyone 
 NC  ages 12 & up featuring Paula Jaggi 

March 
 3rd Art of Black and White     
GWS     Photography feat. Jim Elliott 7 p.m. 

 7th Valley Visual Art Show 
GCC  Reception   5 - 7:30 p.m. 

10th Gather Round  
  P    book discussion   7 p.m. 

14th Ukrainian Eggs  $3 materials fee 
 NC   2 classes 10 - 1 p.m. and 2 - 5 p.m. 

19th Winter Lecture Series 
GWS  Love in an Envelope   7 p.m. 

20th Artist Reception 
 NC  7 p.m. 

21st Black and White Gala featuring 
       CJ Box @ the Hotel Colorado 7 p.m. 

   Jerry Barlow Concerts 
23rd  Rifle venue TBA   7 p.m. 
24th  GWS   7 p.m. 
25th  NC    7 p.m. 
25th Film Club featuring the film 
NC  related to The Big Read   7 p.m. 
 
GCC - Gordon Cooper Carbondale   S - Silt 

GWS - Glenwood Springs     R - Rifle 
NC - New Castle        P - Parachute 

          Registration Required  

R 
R 

R 
R 

Adult Events 

R 
R 

R 
R 

R 
R 

R 
R 
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Tickets 

Required 
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The Big Read 

The Friends of the Glenwood 
Springs Library and the Frontier  
Historical Society will again sponsor 
their annual Winter Lecture Series, 
from January through April, at the 
Glenwood Springs 
Library. 
Programs 
are held on 
the third 
Thursday of 
each month 
at 7 p.m. The 
series is free, 
everyone is 
welcome, and 
light            
refreshments are served. 

Information is available at 945-5958 
or 945-4448. 

Sam Spade is a partner in a private-eye 
firm who finds himself hounded by   
police when his partner is killed whilst 

tailing a man. The girl who 
asked him to follow the man 
turns out not to be who she 
says she is, and is involved 
in something to do with the 
'Maltese Falcon', a           
gold-encrusted life-sized 
statue of a falcon, the only 
one of its kind.   

The Big Read in Garfield 

County will take place in 

March of 2008.  Some 

events in Garfield County 

include a black and white, 

semi-formal gala featuring 

best-selling mystery    

author C.J. Box on March 21st at 7 p.m. 

at the Hotel Colorado.  The district will 

sponsor two contests: a short film     

contest for teens and adults and a weekly 

òfalconó hunt.  A full calendar of events 

for The Big Read will be available     

February 1st at www.garfieldlibraries.org.   

 

The Big Read is an initiative of the National 
Endowment for the Arts designed to restore 
reading to the center of American culture. 
The program provides citizens with 
the opportunity to read and 
discuss a single book within 
their communities. The Big 
Read brings together     
partners across the country 
to encourage reading for 
pleasure and enlightenment.  

The Garfield County Public 
Library District is one of 189 
communities participating in 
The Big Read from          
September 2008-June 2009. 
Community organizations are 
selected by a panel of experts 
based on each organizationõs   
experience in building strong 
local partnerships, reaching and engaging 
new and diverse audiences, working with 
educators, involving local and state public 
officials, working with media, and excellence 
of plans to develop and implement a      
community-wide reading program. 

Our committee chose The Maltese Falcon by 
Dashiell Hammett.  The novel 
features Sam Spade, an iconic 
hard-boiled detective.            

The Garfield County     

Library District will be     

distributing books in     

January and February.      

The Maltese Falcon in book, 

video and audio formats 

is now available for check 

out at all six Garfield 

County libraries.   

For more information on 
The Big Read please stop 
by your local library or 
contact Emily Hisel         
at 970-625-4270 or 
ehisel@marmot.org.  

The NEA presents The Big Read in  
partnership with the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services and in cooperation 
with Arts Midwest. Support for The Big 
Read is provided by the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation. The Big Read in the Pacific 
Northwest is also supported, in part, by a 
grant from the Paul G. Allen Family 
Foundation. Transportation for The Big 
Read is provided by Ford. 

Are you reading The Maltese Falcon? 

Winter Lecture Series 
between Leroy Carpenter and his future 
wife Martha Bennett. Carpenter settled in 
Union Colony of Greeley, Colorado.  
Tyler and Betty Henshaw will read      
excerpts from A.R. Gurneyõs play, Love 
Letters, and have copies of Love in an   
Envelope available for purchase and     
signing. 

April 16: Martha Maxwell; Colorado 
Naturalist  

Mary Jane Bradbury returns to portray 
Colorado trail blazer, Martha Maxwell, in 
a Chautauqua program, sponsored in part 
by Colorado Humanities. Maxwell was a 
self-educated naturalist and artist who 
traveled to the Colorado Territory in 
1860. She spent nearly eight continuous 
years in the field in the Rocky Mountains, 
documenting the presence of species not 
previously known to live there.  

January 15: The History of Marble:  
1884 ôTil Now  

Presented by David Showalter, an 
award-winning videographer.  It will 
cover the history of Marble, Colorado 
including the Colorado Yule marble 
quarry, which provided the marble for 
the Tomb of the Unknowns and the 
Lincoln Memorial. 

February 19: Immigrant Stories 

Presented by Walter Gallacher, who 
does interviews for the Community 
Integration Initiative, with the goal of 
gathering the recollections of         
immigrants and their families from 
Aspen to Parachute.  

March 19: Love in an Envelope.   

Author Daniel Tyler discovered     
correspondence from the 1870s     
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