
CD, as well as Internet and word process-
ing computers available for use.  With your 
library card you can access our website at 

www.garfieldlibraries.org and renew 
the items you have checked 
out or place items on hold.  
With our databases you can 
study for a test, get tutoring 
help with your homework, or 
find out how to repair your 
car. Nancy Drew could have 
sat in her Roadster in the    
library parking lot and used her 
laptop to access the libraryõs 
wireless internet connection to 
help solve her mysteries! 

As we celebrate National Library 
Week April 12-18, 2009 we cele-
brate 51 years of this American      

 Library Association 
tradition. This yearõs theme is 
òWorldõs connect @ your 
libraryó.  You can bring the 
world to your home via the 
internet and your library 
card.  Best of all---it is free! 
 -Janine Rose, Assistant Director 

One of my favorite childhood 
memories is going with 
my family to our 
community library 
and checking out as 
many books as I could 
carry.  I can still hear 
the òthump thumpó of 
the machine that 
stamped date due cards . 

The library is where I discovered Laura 
Ingalls Wilderõs Little House on the   
Prairie series. I felt a part of the family 
as Pa played his fiddle at night by the 
fire. Then I discovered smart and clever 
Nancy Drew.  One by one I worked 
my way down the neatly filed shelves 
of yellow mysteries.  In my           
imagination, there was room in Nancyõs 
Roadster for one more mystery solving friend.  I 
envisioned myself sitting between George and Bess 
in the back seat as Nancy raced to discover the clues 
that would help solve the latest mystery. 

Today, there are so many more things available at 
the library besides books!  We have books to listen 
to on tape, on CD, on portable players, music on 

National Library Week, April 12th - 18th 

What Page Are YOU On? 

The Library District hosted its first 
ever Big Read, featuring The Maltese 
Falcon by Dashiell Hammett. The Big 

Read was sponsored in 
part by a grant from the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts, Arts Midwest and 
the Institute of Library and 
Museum Services. More 
than 1000 books were 
distributed, including over 
100 copies of The Malted 

Falcon by Bruce Hale, to 2nd 
through 5th grade classrooms for a 
simultaneous Little Read. Children 
in schools throughout Garfield 
County were paid a visit from     
The Malted Falconõs main character 
Chet Gecko, as part of Little Read 
activities. 

Each Garfield County mayor 
agreed to support and promote 
The Big Read by being on their 
own òREAD posteró.  These   
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Building Update from the Director 

Handle with Care 

By Jodi Picoult 

Whether or not youõre a Picoult fan, 
this oneõs a keeper.  Her usual mix of 

heart, humor, and controversial 
 current issues are all here.  The main 
character, a child named Willow, is 

impossible not to love and the  
dilemma surrounding her and her 

family is heart-wrenching.  You will 
find yourself wondering about the 
choices we make for the ones we 

love and how far we are willing to go.  
I dare you to guess the ending.  I 

usually have a pretty good idea and I 
was not even close.  Read and enjoy! 

   -Shirley Peterson, New Castle 

Book Recommendations from Staff 

The Garfield County Public Library District 
is growing! Two new libraries are in the 
planning stages at Rifle and Parachute, with 
continuing discussions in Carbondale, Glen-
wood Springs, New Castle and Silt about the 
facilities in those communities.  Conceptual 
drawings of the Parachute facility are below. 
The District is working with architect Bruce 
Flynn of Barker Rinker Seatcat and the con-
struction firm of Adolfson and Peterson to 
construct the new 
libraries. 
 

The approxi-
mately 3500 
square foot ex-
pansion of the 
Parachute Branch 
Library will add a public meeting room,   
larger childrenõs and teen areas, 
lounge space, expanded staff and 
storage, and improve parking at 
the facility. The addition will take 
advantage of the beautiful views 
to the north and east of the build-
ing and preserve the park-like 
exterior.  The meeting room will 
be available to civic groups as well 
as library programs, and should be 
available for use outside of regular 
library hours. There has already 
been one public meeting attended by nearly 
50 people and another will be planned for 
April to give the community a chance to 
weigh in on the plans. 
 

The Rifle Branch Library will be a new 
20,000 to 25,000 square foot facility with a 
large public meeting room, larger collections, 

study rooms, adequate staff and storage 
space, administrative office space and 
attractive outdoor areas. The District is 
working with the City of Rifle to create 
an outdoor civic space that will accom-
modate activities such as the Farmerõs 
Market and other events. Also in the 
program is adequate parking for both 
facilities with a goal of 140 spaces that 
will provide additional parking for 

downtown businesses. The 
parking lot will be a joint 
venture between the City, 
the Library District and the 
Downtown Development 
Association. 
 

So far there has been one 
public meeting about the project in 

Rifle and 
more are 
planned.  The 
District has 
received posi-
tive feedback 
from the City 
Council about 
the new facil-
ity and is ex-
cited about 
the possibili-

ties of having a larger library to serve 
the growing population of this commu-
nity. The District will continue to work 
with the other four municipalities and 
hopes to have a firm plan for the next 
two projects by the end of the summer. 

      -Amelia Shelley, Executive Director 

April  
  3rd Business of Writing 
 GCC  featuring Lynn Erickson 6:30 p.m. 
  7th Basic Gardening and Related Topics 
   S    featuring Patrick McCarty 6 p.m. 
  7th Internet Dating 
 GWS  featuring Nick Isenberg 7 p.m. 
  8th Artistõs Reception 
  NC  7 p.m. 
  9th From Carbondale to Swaziland 
 GCC  lecture and slide show 6:30 p.m. 
 12th Libraries Closed    ʼ   ʼ 
     Easter 
 14th Learn to Knit or Crochet 
   R  6 - 8 p.m. 
 15th Basic Mouse Skills 
  NC  learn to use the mouse 9 a.m. 
 16th Winter Lecture Series 
GWS  Chautauqua- Martha Maxwell 7 p.m. 
 17th In the Eyes of a Ute 
GCC  featuring Clifford Duncan   7 p.m. 
 18th Weave a Muffin Basket 
 NC  $10 material fee  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 22nd Community Forum 
  NC  7 p.m. 
 22nd Basic Email Skills 
  NC  set up a Gmail account 9 a.m. 
 23rd Gardening Workshop 
   P  local gardeners offer tips  6:30 p.m. 
 24th Libraries Closed    ʼ   ʼ 
     Staff Work Day 

May 
  4th Computer 101 Basic Mouse Skills 
   P  learn to use the mouse 9 a.m. 
 5th Alex Project Round 2 
   P  7 p.m. 
  9th 3D Origami Class featuring 
   R  Sandy Sekeres 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 11th Computer Desktop Skills 
   P  9 a.m. 
 12th Learn to Knit or Crochet 
   R  6 - 8 p.m. 
 13th Artistõs Reception 
  NC  7 p.m. 
 21st Take your iphone to the Max 
   R  (also for ipod touch)  6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
 21st From Redstone to Ludlow featuring 
GCC  Daryll Munsell   6:30 p.m. 
 25th Libraries Closed    ʼ   ʼ 
     Memorial Day 
 27th Community Forum 
 NC  7 p.m. 

June 
  9th Learn to Knit or Crochet 
   R  6 - 8 p.m.    
 10th Artistõs Reception 
  NC  7 p.m. 
 18th Intrigue in the House of Wong 
GWS  featuring Amy S Kwei  7 p.m. 
 24th Community Forum 
 NC  7 p.m. 

GCC - Gordon Cooper Carbondale   S - Silt 
GWS - Glenwood Springs     R - Rifle 

NC - New Castle        P - Parachute 

          Registration Required  
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The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society 

By Mary Ann Shaffer 

This is a charming story set in England just 
after the German occupation has ended on the 

small island of Guernsey.  Juliet Ashton, a 
writer, receives an unexpected query from a 

Dawsey Adams, a native of that island,  
regarding a book that once belonged to her.  
Written as a series of letters between Juliet, 

Dawsey and other colorful island  inhabitants, 
Juliet begins to unravel one of their most  

compelling stories of the occupation.  Each 
person who writes to Juliet unfolds another 

chapter in this captivating story until she feels 
compelled to visit them herself.  It is a decision 

that will change her life forever. 

-Sunny Whilldin, New Castle 
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